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Messina Hof Winery and Resort Kicks Off New Year with Unique Educational Initiative “Bounty from Our Own Backyard”  
Award-Winning Winery and Resort Paves the Way for 
Agriculture Appreciation in the Brazos Valley

Houston (January 2, 2009) -  Messina Hof Winery and Resort, the fastest growing award-winning winery and resort in Texas, is taking the lead in the charge for the enhancement, education and promotion of agriculture and tourism in the Brazos Valley area of Texas. During the next six months, Messina Hof will implement an educational program based on principles of sustainable cuisine and agriculture at their Vintage House Restaurant, according to Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo, co-founders of the Messina Hof Winery.
From January through July 2009, the program will highlight monthly “Bounty from Our Own Backyard” dinners. The program involves converting a minimum of 80 percent of all goods prepared and utilized in the Vintage House to be Texan made, produced, or grown. The new Vintage House menu, "Vineyard Cuisine - A Bountiful Feast from Our Own Backyard", will feature only Texas produced agricultural products and artisan foods, paired with Messina Hof wines. 
The informative, yet entertaining dinners will feature menus developed from products related to the topic of the event; for example: An Evening in the Glory of the Gulf, which will consist of a menu featuring oysters, shrimp and line caught fish all reaped from the shores of the Texas Gulf Coast. Guests can expect to be informed and educated about the local farms and artisan products available. 
The co-founders anticipate an increased interest in the Brazos Valley area as a culinary destination, as well, in an overall interest in the sustainable cuisine and agriculture in the entire area. 
“We are thrilled to begin this program. We have been avid about igniting the community with ‘going local’; this might be where we start. We hope to set a standard for other area restaurants and businesses, thus further promoting local family owned farms and businesses,” said Merrill Bonarrigo.
Tentative Dinner Dates in 2009 include: January 10, February 7, March 7, April 24, April 25, May 23, and June 13.
In addition to the “Bounty from Our Own Backyard” program, a local, all-day, public exposition will be held at Messina Hof on April 25, 2009 to spotlight the products, growers, and artisans utilized in the program. Messina Hof encourages all local artists, craftsman, and community supported agricultural organizations to setup information booths at the exposition. 
The Bounty from Our Own Backyard program stemmed from the Go Texan Partner Program (GOTEPP) affiliated with the Texas Department of Agriculture. The GOTEPP, launched in 1999, is a competitive matching fund program designed to market and promote Texas agricultural products, as well as to leverage the dollars available for current producers, commodity groups, cooperatives and businesses that are members of the GO TEXAN campaign. The GOTEPP also promotes and spotlights culture and communities of Texas. 
Check Messina Hof’s website for updates on all these events, www.messinahof.com .
To find out more about the GOTEPP or to get involved, visit, http://www.gotexan.org .
About Messina Hof Winery and Resort 

Messina Hof Winery and Resort was established in 1977 by Co-Founders Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo. Messina Hof was founded on family values, romance and tradition. Messina Hof is the leader in the establishment of the Texas wine industry and ranks as one of the fastest growing, most award-winning wineries in the state.

Four time winner of the “Top Texas Wine” at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, Messina Hof wines are handcrafted at the winery, located in Bryan, Texas. Messina Hof Winery and Resort also boast on their 100 acre property the Vintage House Restaurant, origin of Vineyard Cuisine Cook Book, the Villa, which was voted “Most Romantic Bed and Breakfast in the USA” and the Wine Master’s Room Wine Bar, voted best wine by the glass in the Brazos Valley. 

For more information on Messina Hof Winery and Resort, please visit www.MessinaHof.com.
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