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Messina Hof Winery and Resort’s Barrel Port Reserve Proven to Fight Cancer Growth
Lone Star State Wine Shares Anti-cancer Traits Known to Exist in Wines from Other Producing Regions
BRYAN (June XX, 2009) – Messina Hof Winery and Resort, the fastest growing award-winning winery in Texas, has reason to celebrate after scientific studies revealed their popular Barrel Port Reserve decreased cancer cell growth in a comparable magnitude as other wines, announced co-founder and winemaker, Paul Bonarrigo.

Dr. Susanne Talcott, Texas AgriLife Research food and nutrition scientist, concluded the first study of health components of Texas wines in May. According to her study, extracts from Messina Hof and Kiepersol Estates in Tyler, Texas, decreased growth of colon and breast cancer cells treated with port and syrah (or shiraz) wine. The compounds also may work to prevent cancer, according to Talcott. 

 
Talcott presented her findings at the recent Texas Viticulture and Enology Research Symposium on June 2-3, 2009 at the Granbury Resort Conference Center, in Granbury,Texas. 
She stated that people who consume regular, moderate amounts of Texas wine daily -- up to a glass and a half -- may profit from similar health benefits ascribed to wines from other regions. Talcott explained that cancer cells proliferate unregulated until the wine compounds interact and "arrest" the cancer cells causing them to die. 
 "We were delighted to offer Dr. Talcott an extract and are now even prouder to find our Barrel Reserve Port will help in the rungs of preventing and defeating cancer. We are all very intrigued by the results and cannot wait to see the continuation of the study as Dr. Talcott heads to other wineries in the different regions of Texas," said Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo.

The Texas wine studies are part of a project funded by the Texas Department of Agriculture to improve the state's grapes and wine production and to promote consumption of Texas wines. 
Additional information about the Texas wine research and education efforts can be found at http://winegrapes.tamu.edu/ or at http://www.gotexanwine.org/.

About Messina Hof Winery and Resort 

Messina Hof Winery and Resort was established in 1977 by Co-Founders Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo. Messina Hof was founded on family values, romance and tradition. Messina Hof is the leader in the establishment of the Texas wine industry and ranks as one of the fastest growing, most award-winning wineries in the state.

Four time winner of the “Top Texas Wine” at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, Messina Hof wines are handcrafted at the winery, located in Bryan, Texas. Messina Hof Winery and Resort also boast on their 100 acre property the Vintage House Restaurant, origin of Vineyard Cuisine Cook Book, the Villa, which was voted “Most Romantic Bed and Breakfast in the USA” and the Wine Master’s Room Wine Bar, voted best wine by the glass in the Brazos Valley. 

For more information on Messina Hof Winery and Resort, please visit www.MessinaHof.com.

-30-

