[image: image1.png]Join The Family.




 Media Contact:

CJ Pappas
The Padgett Group

713-590-3771
CJ@thepadgettgroup.com 

Messina Hof Takes Home The Gold at 
23rd Annual GrapeFest
Awarding-Winning Texas Winery Receives Top Honors at The Buick® People’s Choice Wine Tasting Classic
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Houston, TX (September XX , 2009)  - Messina Hof Winery and Resort, the fastest growing, award-winning winery and resort in Texas, recently won the acclaimed People’s Choice Award at the 23rd Annual GrapeFest, September 17-20, 2009 in Grapevine, Texas, announced Messina Hof co-founders Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo. 
The Buick® People's Choice Wine Tasting Classic is the largest consumer judged wine competition in the United States. The wine competition entailed 11 sessions during the weekend, with wines being judged in 10 categories.  Thousands of people, both novices and connoisseurs, voted on 126 Texas wines from 38 different wineries. 

“We are so proud to have been selected best wine by the people. Winning the GrapeFest’s Buick® People’s Choice Wine Tasting Classic shows us our hard work and great wine is enjoyed and loved by many. Our success at GrapeFest really demonstrates how Messina Hof wine has become an industry leader,” said Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo.

Messina Hof was the most awarded winery of all the competing wineries.  Messina Hof was awarded the following:

· Gold in the White Varietals category with their 2008 Riesling Father & Son 
· Gold in the White Varietals Sweet category with their 2008 Angel Riesling 
· Bronze in the Cabernet Sauvignon category with their Paulo Cabernet Sauvignon 2006 
GrapeFest takes place annually in the historic Main Street district of Grapevine, Texas.  It is one of the largest wine festivals in Southwest Texas. Festival attendees sample award-winning wines while enjoying live music, carnivals, and more. 
For more information on Messina Hof Winery and Resort, visit http://www.messinahof.com.
About Messina Hof Winery and Resort 

Messina Hof Winery and Resort was established in 1977 by Co-Founders Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo. Messina Hof was founded on family values, romance and tradition. Messina Hof is the leader in the establishment of the Texas wine industry and ranks as one of the fastest growing, most award-winning wineries in the state.

Four time winner of the “Top Texas Wine” at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, Messina Hof wines are handcrafted at the winery, located in Bryan, Texas. Messina Hof Winery and Resort also boast on their 100 acre property the Vintage House Restaurant, origin of Vineyard Cuisine Cook Book, the Villa, which was voted “Most Romantic Bed and Breakfast in the USA” and the Wine Master’s Room Wine Bar, voted best wine by the glass in the Brazos Valley.
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