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Two Texas Champions: Hit a Homerun Promotion 

Messina Hof and Baseball Great Nolan Ryan Team up for an Outstanding Offer 
HOUSTON (January XX, 2009) – Messina Hof Winery and Resort, the fastest growing award-winning winery and resort in Texas, recently announced the partnership with Nolan Ryan’s Guaranteed Tender Meats (NRGTM), according to Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo, co-founders of Messina Hof.
Beginning in February and continuing through March 2009,  select Dallas and Houston Kroger stores will feature Messina Hof wines and Nolan Ryan meats in weekly wine and grilling demonstrations. In addition, NRGTM will honor a coupon for $2 off every NRGTM purchase of $10 or more. Messina Hof will include a steak glaze recipe on wine bottle labels as part of the promotion as well.  

Nolan Ryan, known as the Hall of Fame pitcher as the baseball career strikeout leader with more than 5,000 K, he’s the only player to ever have his number retired by three different teams –the Los Angeles Angels, Houston Astros and Texas Rangers. Ryan also holds a spot in the Guinness Book of World Records with a 100.9 mph fastball. After retiring from the league, Nolan Ryan returned to his first love, the cattle ranch in South Texas where he created NRGTM. 
He has brought his determined and unwavering stance off the field to his branded program of guaranteed tender meats and produces only high quality organic and all-natural beef products. Today, the result is a well-known brand mantra of “homerun quality”. 
Messina Hof and Nolan Ryan hold a common interest in supporting the Texas economy as they both concentrate on preparing and utilizing homegrown Texas made and produced products.  Messina Hof has long been a supporter of Nolan Ryan products continually serving his beef in their Vintage House Restaurant. 
At Messina Hof’s Vintage House Vintner’s Spring Release Dinner on April 24, 2009, guests will enjoy a celebration for “Two Texas Champions” as Messina Hof features Nolan Ryan Beef as part of their “Bounty in Our Own Backyard” program.  From January to July 2009, Messina Hof will hold monthly dinners which will involve converting a minimum of 80 percent of all goods prepared and utilized in the Vintage House to be Texan made, produced, or grown. The new Vintage House menu, "Vineyard Cuisine - A Bountiful Feast from Our Own Backyard," will feature only Texas produced agricultural products and artisan foods, paired with Messina Hof wines. 

“We both gladly welcomed the chance to partner with Nolan Ryan. His brand and reputation stand for so much, not just for integrity and value, but for the push for natural and organic foods homegrown in our great state. Those things are so much part of our lifestyle and the community we’ve created at Messina Hof.  We’re happy to be a small part of the liaison between Texas products and the economy. This is another great incentive for people to buy local!” said Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo.
Customers can find Nolan Ryan’s All-Natural Beef in Kroger’s meat department and Messina Hof Wines in the beverage section. 
For a list of Kroger locations, visit www.kroger.com . For information about fresh beef and case-ready ground beef from Nolan Ryan's Guaranteed Tender Meats, call 936-436-1622.
About Messina Hof Winery and Resort 

Messina Hof Winery and Resort was established in 1977 by Co-Founders Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo. Messina Hof was founded on family values, romance and tradition. Messina Hof is the leader in the establishment of the Texas wine industry and ranks as one of the fastest growing, most award-winning wineries in the state.

Four time winner of the “Top Texas Wine” at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, Messina Hof wines are handcrafted at the winery, located in Bryan, Texas. Messina Hof Winery and Resort also boast on their 100 acre property the Vintage House Restaurant, origin of Vineyard Cuisine Cook Book, the Villa, which was voted “Most Romantic Bed and Breakfast in the USA” and the Wine Master’s Room Wine Bar, voted best wine by the glass in the Brazos Valley. 

For more information on Messina Hof Winery and Resort, please visit www.MessinaHof.com.
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