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Messina Hof Winery and Resort Reports 
Greatest Vintage Produced Since 1980 at  
32nd Annual Harvest Festival
HOUSTON (September XX, 2009) – Messina Hof, one of the fastest-growing award winning winery and resorts in Texas, reports this year’s Harvest crop as the greatest vintage produced in Texas since 1980, according to Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo, Messina Hof Co-founders.
Messina Hof welcomed more than 2,000 wine enthusiasts from all over Texas and worldwide hailing from countries as far as Australia, England, Japan, Brazil, Argentina, Mexico and Canada.  During July and August 2009, guests assisted in picking, stomping and celebrating the productive vines of 2009. Attendees experienced some of the hottest summer temperatures, as they helped pick one of the highest quality vintages in recent history. 

According to Paul Bonarrigo, the early intense heat, combined with the lack of precipitation lead to the production of sweeter grapes. Typically rain dilutes the sugar produced in grapes after undergoing photosynthesis. However, with little to no rain and direct sunlight, the sugar levels were at an all time high. 
Messina Hof set a record by crushing 400 tons of grapes. To ensure that the wine produced by these grapes will have adequate oxygen and the best flavoring possible, Messina Hof ordered 250 65-gallon custom-made oak barrels. This is the largest purchase of new oak barrels made to date.  Eighty percent of Messina Hof’s oak barrels are new and of the highest quality. 
“We are so pleased to be a part of one of the greatest Texas vintages in the last 25 years. While other Texas industries may have experienced difficulties due to the hot summer temperatures, Messina Hof flourished. We are especially proud of our ports from this vintage. Due to the high temperatures, the grapes thrived, creating the best ports Messina Hof will have ever produced.  Messina Hof wine enthusiasts will taste the difference in this full-bodied, rich vintage as well as with all our wines produced from this crop,” said Bonarrigo. 

This year also featured two Moonlit Harvests instead of one to kick-off the season’s festivities. Moonlit Harvest has become especially popular since its inception in 2007, so much so the Messina Hof Sunset Tours were created to give guests a similar experience after harvest season ends. 
The Messina Hof Harvest Festival is an exhilarating five-weekend annual event featuring a wide variety of food and wine events including: the Moonlit Harvests, Harvest picking and stomping, Wine and Food Seminars, Harvest Murder Mystery Dinners, and Harvest Vintner’s Dinner.

About Messina Hof Winery and Resort 
Messina Hof Winery and Resort was established in 1977 by Co-Founders Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo. Messina Hof was founded on family values, romance and tradition. Messina Hof is the leader in the establishment of the Texas wine industry and ranks as one of the fastest growing, most award-winning wineries in the state.
Four time winner of the “Top Texas Wine” at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, Messina Hof wines are handcrafted at the winery, located in Bryan, Texas. Messina Hof Winery and Resort also boast on their 100 acre property the Vintage House Restaurant, origin of Vineyard Cuisine Cook Book, the Villa, which was voted “Most Romantic Bed and Breakfast in the USA” and the Wine Master’s Room Wine Bar, voted best wine by the glass in the Brazos Valley. 
For more information on Messina Hof Winery and Resort, please visit www.MessinaHof.com.
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