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      ** MEDIA ALERT **

“The Taste and Tour of Italy” 
with Messina Hof’s Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo 
October 21-31, 2009

WHAT:    
Messina Hof Winery and Resort co-founders, Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo, are jet setting to Italy and are inviting 15 couples to join them on their exciting 11 day journey. The tour will include stops in Venice, Florence, Rome, and Sorrento, four of Italy’s most fantastic and historic cities. The couples will have the chance to ride in the canals of Venice, view the monuments and ruins of Rome and Pompeii, and, of course, sample well-known wines along the way and in Florence, with the master winemakers.  Plus, Paul will be taking his guests to his hometown Messina, in Sicily.

This exclusive trip is available only with Messina Hof Winery and Resort and is one vacation you will remember for the rest of your life. This 11 day tour departs the US on October 20, 2009 and returns on October 30, 2009. The itinerary is an escorted tour with the vacation beginning in Venice, ending in Milan. 
Trip Schedule:
Day 1:  Depart the States.
Day 2:  Group arrives in Venice where they will see the Grand Canal, Rialto Bridge, Marco Polo’s house, and visit the famous fish market.  In the evening, guests will xperience a wonderful dinner paired with wines of the region.
Day 3:  Guests will travel to Florence and enjoy wine and olive oil tastings. During the regional dinner with wine and food, they will enjoy the countryside setting.
Day 4:  Take a walking tour of Florence; see the Piazza della Signoria and the Duomo.  Spend the rest of the day at leisure and join the group for an authentic Tuscan dinner including wine.

Day 5:  Time to learn to cook Tuscan style!  Guests can visit the markets, take a cooking class and enjoy a Tuscan lunch.  Explore the area for the rest of the day and join the group for a farewell with a Tuscany dinner highlighting the area.
Day 6:  On the way to Rome, guests will enjoy lunch at a winery.   In the city see the Forum, Coliseum, Circus Maximus and St. Peter’s Basilica. At night, guests will break bread and toast Rome together.  
Day 7:  Guests head to Sorrento, Pompeii and the Corso Italia and Piazza Tasso.  Dinner will feature the wine and food of the region.
Day 8:  After breakfast in Sorrento, guests travel to Paul’s homeland, Sicily.  Over dinner hear the stories of the Paul’s before him and enjoy the sites of the breathtaking ferry ride, the cliffs of Toarmina, and the shores of Giardini Naxos.  
Day 9:  Tour Taormina on your own.  Visit the Greek amphitheater, ancient Roman baths, hand hewn stone streets, and artisan’s markets.  After a day of colorful Sicilian sightseeing, guests gather on the beach for a Sicilian Barbeque and wine.
Day 10:  Travel to Villa Casale, the Valley of the Temples and Agrigento.  Celebrate and reflect at the grand finale dinner with memories that will last a lifetime!
Day 11:  Guests will enjoy breakfast and proceed to Palermo for the flight to Milan.
Don’t miss out on this amazing opportunity to tour Italy with Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo. Last day to make reservations is June 21; Don’t wait too long, space is limited! 

For information and reservations call: Roseann Reilley, AAA at 1-866-702-4222     


WHEN:        
October 20- 30, 2009
WHERE:   
Sicily, Venice, Florence, Rome, and Sorrento
COST:

Tour Price:  $3180 (does not include airfare, insurance, or tips)

· Tips for Italian guides and bus drivers are not included.
· $300.00 non-refundable deposit required with reservation.



Air, Tour, and Insurance:  $4280 (does not include tips)

· Prices are quoted from Houston International Airport.  Airfare from other origination points can be quoted separately.
· Quotes for airfare are not guaranteed until deposit is made.
· Tips for Italian guides and bus drivers are not included.

· $400.00 non-refundable deposit required with reservation.
About Messina Hof Winery and Resort 

Messina Hof Winery and Resort was established in 1977 by Co-Founders Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo. Messina Hof was founded on family values, romance and tradition. Messina Hof is the leader in the establishment of the Texas wine industry and ranks as one of the fastest growing, most award-winning wineries in the state.

Four time winner of the “Top Texas Wine” at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, Messina Hof wines are handcrafted at the winery, located in Bryan, Texas. Messina Hof Winery and Resort also boast on their 100 acre property the Vintage House Restaurant, origin of Vineyard Cuisine Cook Book, the Villa, which was voted “Most Romantic Bed and Breakfast in the USA” and the Wine Master’s Room Wine Bar, voted best wine by the glass in the Brazos Valley. 

For more information on Messina Hof Winery and Resort, please visit www.MessinaHof.com.
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