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Tantalize Your Taste Buds at
Wine & Food Week 2009
--More than 10,000 expected to toast 5th annual Texas-style epicurean extravaganza--

HOUSTON (May 1, 2009) … No matter what your knowledge of vintages and vintners, you’ll find a world of down-to-earth wine knowledge and fun at the 5th Annual Wine & Food Week scheduled to uncork May 26-31, 2009, in the piney woods Houston suburb of The Woodlands.  This year’s epicurean adventure explores the tastes of Texas.

Wine & Food Week welcomes national and international winemakers, culinary experts, gourmands and those who just want to savor the flavor while learning something new in a beautiful setting.  With 40 sensational events, a myriad of wine and culinary icons, including 

this year’s Official Wine Wizard Lettie Teague, contributing wine editor and wine columnist of Food and Wine, are flocking to Houston to take part in this elite event… toasting the novice to the enthusiast.  Renowned chefs from throughout Texas and beyond showcase their culinary expertise partnered with hundreds of wines from around the world.  
The H-E-B Wine Walk @ Market Street on May 28 is a festive evening filled with live cooking demonstrations, jazz, and wine tasting stations in 30 retail stores and galleries in Market Street.  New this year is the Texas Tasting Room featuring wines, foods and other products all produced in Texas, and the Community Coffee Trolley.
The week’s culinary competition culminates at the premiere event saluting chefs from Texas and beyond.  The Waterford Crystal Wine Rendezvous Grand Tasting & Texas Chef Showcase includes chef demonstrations along with hundreds of outstanding 
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wines and 50 restaurants serving fine foods personally prepared by renowned local, regional and internationally-acclaimed chefs.  Food judges include Iron Chef Winner Kent Rathbun, owner and executive chef of Abacus and owner of Jasper’s, Addie Broyles, food writer for the Austin American-Statesman, Chef Michael Flores, author of “My Family o My Friends o My Food,” Teresa Byrne-Dodge, editor and publisher of My Table magazine, Adolfo Garcia, executive chef of Rio Mar in News Orleans, and Texas Monthly Restaurant Critic Patricia Sharpe who will present the Waterford Crystal Chef of Chefs Award.
Along with the expected Wine & Dine dinners and luncheons, Wine & Food Week attendees may choose from favorites such as The Ladies of the Vine Luncheon, It’s a Guy’s Thing, Wines on the Waterway and Dine on the Waterway tours on climate-controlled water taxis, World Wines Happy Hour, A Hot Summer Night party as well as a brunch-and-learn tasting road trip to Shenandoah and Bernhardt Winery.   Providing the perfect finish to the evenings is delicious fresh brewed coffee at the Grand Tasting’s Community Coffee Comfort Zone and the Community Coffee Trolley at the H-E-B Wine Walk. 

Major sponsors of Wine & Food Week include Waterford Crystal, H-E-B, Zagat, Continental Airlines, Texas Monthly, Community Coffee, The Woodlands Convention & Visitors Bureau, Shenandoah CVB, Community Coffee, and KRIV-TV, FOX 26 News and 107.5 K-HITS Radio. 
As the first major destination culinary and wine event in the country to go “green”, the Wine & Food Week auction benefits the U.S. Green Building Council in Houston.  The green emphasis places focus on the merits of mindful, sustainable living.  Most of the 40 events are held at the Marriott Waterway in The Woodlands, with several wine dinner offerings at restaurants in Houston.  For ticket information and a complete schedule, visit www.wineandfoodweek.com or call 713.557.5732. 

ABOUT WINE & FOOD WEEK

Wine & Food Week, produced by Food & Vine Time Productions, is the first comprehensive destination culinary event to promote green living.  Owners Clifton and Constance McDerby are dedicated to enhancing the quality of life and health of Houstonians by educating the novice to the aficionado on wines and fine dining featuring organic ingredients.  Since its inception in 2005, Food & Vine Time Productions has donated more than $200,000 to local charities.
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WINE & FOOD WEEK 2009 FEATURED EVENTS

Tuesday, May 26 – 7-10 p.m.

It’s a Guy Thing 
Americas Waterway

21 Waterway Avenue, The Woodlands, TX 77380

A man's experience! Master Sommelier Guy Stout welcomes his wine wizard guests and Glazer's portfolio of products at Américas Waterway. 

Enjoy an evening with all the decadent pleasures for the tastes and senses provided by the accomplished culinary Team of Américas Waterway.  Attendees will enjoy tasting stations featuring premium selections of wines.  Food pairings will be served and the evening will be filled with activities such as shoe shines and partaking in hand-rolled cigars. 

Thursday, May 28 – 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
H-E-B Wine Walk @ Market Street

Market Street
9595 Six Pines Drive, The Woodlands, TX 77380
One of the most popular and festive evening events during the week is the H-E-B Wine Walk @ Market Street, benefiting the Signature Series of the John Cooper School.  Experience 30 wine-serving stations set up among the retail stores and galleries in this Main Street-styled shopping and entertainment center where guests can enjoy cooking and chef demonstrations along the way.  Chefs prepare epicurean treasures along with savory hors d’oeuvres.  New this year is the Texas Tasting Room featuring wines, foods and other products all produced in Texas and the Community Coffee Trolley.
Friday, May 29 – 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m.
World Wines Happy Hour (5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.)

A Hot Summer Night (7 p.m. to 11 p.m.)
Woodlands Waterway Marriott 

1601 Lake Robbins Dr., The Woodlands, TX 77380

Mix, mingle and enjoy our Happy Hour event showcasing wines retailing for under $15. This is a fun and casual environment, perfect for those just entering the world of wine, for friends out on the town, or for the enthusiast hunting new and exciting wine finds. Happy hour turns to A Hot Summer Night with live music until 11 p.m.
-more-
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Saturday, May 30 - 11am; 12:30 pm, 2pm & 3:30 pm
Kidz R Cooking
The Woodlands Mall

1201 Lake Woodlands Dr., The Woodlands, TX  77380

Guest chefs lead high-touch cooking classes for kids.   Children will roll up their sleeves and get their hands into action with acclaimed chefs committed to quality, healthy children’s options.  Classes free, but must be reserved at www.wineandfoodweek.com.    

Saturday, May 30 – 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
The Waterford Crystal Wine Rendezvous Grand Tasting & Texas Chef Showcase 

Woodlands Waterway Marriott 

1601 Lake Robbins Dr., The Woodlands, TX 77380

Chefs representing more than 50 restaurants from throughout Texas and beyond will fly in to showcase their culinary talents and compete for Wine & Food Week's Chef of Chefs Waterford Crystal Award.  As the first destination culinary and wine event in the country to go "Green", chefs will prepare their selections focusing on sustainable, organic and local products that are certain to tantalize the taste buds of participants. Enjoy their talents first hand with presentations on the Texas Monthly Stage.  Plus, don’t forget to visit the Community Coffee Comfort Zone for a relaxing and delicious cup of Community Coffee to finish off the perfect evening.  
Participants can bid on once-in-a-lifetime experiences where 100 percent of the revenues of the Live Auction benefit the U.S. Green Building Council of Houston. The Silent Auction boasts sections of large format wines, wine flights, wine dinner experiences and more to benefit the National Hispanic Professional Organization. This Wine Rendezvous Grand Tasting & Chef Showcase has gained a national reputation as being one of the "grandest" wine and food events in the country. 
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