[image: image1.png]Join The Family.




Media Contact:

Kim Padgett
The Padgett Group

713-590-3770
Kim@thepadgettgroup.com
Messina Hof Wines Headline as a “Best Buy” and “Wine of the Week” in National Wine Publications
Messina Hof Highly Acclaimed in Wine Enthusiast, Gayot and Sante
HOUSTON (May X, 2009) – Messina Hof Winery and Resort, the fastest award-winning winery in Texas, was recently named “Best Buy” and “Best Wine of the Week” by renowned wine industry experts, according to Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo.  

In Wine Enthusiast April 2009 issue, Messina Hof’s Pinot Grigio was selected as editors’ choice for “Best Buy” white wine available on the market today. “Best Buys” are defined as wines that, in a reviewers’ judgment, offer super quality relative to modest cost and the bottle, ringing in at $11, guarantees consumers won’t find anything but a win-win situation:  a lovely Texas styled and classic Pinot Grigio at a lower price. 
Noted culinary critic André Gayot recently voted and highly recommended Messina Hof’s Paulo Shiraz and 2002 Paulo Meritage both as their “Wines of the Week” in Gayot, an online guide to “the good life”.  Each Monday Gayot posts a new review of a typically low production wine that matches the season and features everything from prestigious Champagnes to value Cabernet Sauvignons. 

André Gayot noted, “The Paulo is far more restrained of a wine than one would expect from Texas. Beautifully balanced, its flavors include sweet blackberries and tangy cranberries with just a hint of vanilla, pepper and wet earth on the finish. It would make a handsome partner for hearty, winter meat dishes with a little kick of spice. The wine’s one peculiarity is its distinctly petrol aroma, an unusual characteristic for a red yet appropriately reflects the region’s unique terroir.”

On Messina Hof’s Meritage, Gayot said, “Made up of Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon with a trace amount of Petit Verdot, this Texan red blend exhibits vanilla and berry flavors successfully.”
Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo, co-founders of Messina Hof Winery and Resort said: “We are thrilled our wines have received such rave reviews, and it’s an added bonus the reviews are coming from well-known critics. We will continue to produce the finest wine while still promising a low cost.” 

Messina Hof anticipates the Santé Magazine May 2009 issue, the magazine for restaurant professionals, as they review Messina Hof’s Private Reserve Chardonnay 2007. The issue will be available online and in stores nationwide at the beginning of May 2009.
About Messina Hof Winery and Resort 
Messina Hof Winery and Resort was established in 1977 by Co-Founders Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo. Messina Hof was founded on family values, romance and tradition. Messina Hof is the leader in the establishment of the Texas wine industry and ranks as one of the fastest growing, most award-winning wineries in the state.

Four time winner of the “Top Texas Wine” at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, Messina Hof wines are handcrafted at the winery, located in Bryan, Texas. Messina Hof Winery and Resort also boast on their 100 acre property the Vintage House Restaurant, origin of Vineyard Cuisine Cook Book, the Villa, which was voted “Most Romantic Bed and Breakfast in the USA” and the Wine Master’s Room Wine Bar, voted best wine by the glass in the Brazos Valley. 

For more information on Messina Hof Winery and Resort, please visit www.MessinaHof.com.
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