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Messina Hof’s Merrill Bonarrigo Introduces 
“Black Spanish, Port and Dessert Wines” 
In Upcoming GO TEXAN WineCast  
Award-Winning Winery and Resort Chosen by the Texas Department of Agriculture for Educational Series 
Houston (May, XX, 2009) -  Merrill Bonarrigo, co-founder of Messina Hof Winery and Resort, the fastest growing award-winning winery and resort in Texas, will introduce “Black Spanish, Port and Dessert wines” on June 9, 2009 during the GO TEXAN’s WineCast  produced by the Texas Department of Agriculture. 
The GO TEXAN initiative established WineCast, which are a series of six short online broadcasts about wine varietals in Texas. The discussions, featuring a different winemaker as the host in each video, focus on emerging varietals well suited to Texas' climate, each grape's characteristics, food pairings and interesting Texas wine history. The episodes highlight award-winning and recognized Texas wines made from these signature grapes. 
On June 9, Bonarrigo’s WineCast will discuss the popular port varietal Black Spanish or Lenior, the bountiful grapes that cover over 40 percent of Messina Hof’s 100-acre estate.  
“I am so happy to have been given the opportunity to be one of the featured winemakers in this innovative tool. GO TEXAN is doing a wonderful job in promoting and marketing  Texas wine. Their efforts are certainly keeping us in the ‘running’ alongside other grape-producing states,” said Merrill Bonarrigo. 

The series kicked off with an introductory episode on May 5, 2009. Subsequent episodes were released on May 12 and May 19, including upcoming casts on May 26, June 2 and June 9. 

Visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FF2EIt1tV5o&feature=channel_page to view the GO TEXAN WineCast. To learn more about Texas wines, visit www.gotexanwine.org. 
Check Messina Hof’s website for new events at www.messinahof.com .
About Messina Hof Winery and Resort 

Messina Hof Winery and Resort was established in 1977 by Co-Founders Paul and Merrill Bonarrigo. Messina Hof was founded on family values, romance and tradition. Messina Hof is the leader in the establishment of the Texas wine industry and ranks as one of the fastest growing, most award-winning wineries in the state.

Four time winner of the “Top Texas Wine” at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, Messina Hof wines are handcrafted at the winery, located in Bryan, Texas. Messina Hof Winery and Resort also boast on their 100 acre property the Vintage House Restaurant, origin of Vineyard Cuisine Cook Book, the Villa, which was voted “Most Romantic Bed and Breakfast in the USA” and the Wine Master’s Room Wine Bar, voted best wine by the glass in the Brazos Valley. 

For more information on Messina Hof Winery and Resort, please visit www.MessinaHof.com.
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